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way, in all civilized countries; as, for
example, the preliminary knowledge of the
three R's. The actual instruction in these
subjects, as given now, may be inadequate,
but it is not positively harmful. " It is
in history and religion and other contro-
versial subjects" that it " is positively
harmful. These subjects touch the interests
by which schools are maintained; and the
interests maintain the schools in order that
certain views on these subjects may be
instilled. History, in every country, is so
taught as to magnify that country; children
learn to believe that their own country has
always been in the right and almost always
victorious, that it has produced almost all
the great men, and that it is in all respects
superior to all other countries. Since these
beliefs are flattering, they are easily absorbed,
and hardly ever dislodged from instinct by
later knowledge/'

To take a simple and almost trivial example: the
facts about the battle of Waterloo are known in
great detail and with minute accuracy; but the facts
as taught in elementary schools will be widely different
in England, France, and Germany, The ordinary
English boy imagines that the Prussians played
hardly any part; the ordinary German boy imagines
that Wellington was practically defeated when the